WN.oavembiei -]

o0 F ¥

THE

REFLECTOR =+ |}

‘Bo for t

IMPROY:

he laughs,

stay for the ham

by Dan Carrpthersa

Comic RBob Michelson gave
a piece of advice to the audi-
ence at last  Saturday's
Impromania Comedy Cabaret
at the Uptown:

"If you've never seen an
improv show before, heres z
good rule of thumb: Lower
your ::I:J_:IE-I.‘[:.'l'Li.|:|I!|5.h

Mayhbe it was his suggestion
that allowed the impressionable
erowd to enjoy the night's acts,
but it probably had more w do
with the five comics on stage
possessing - the creative talent
and quick wit to keep the crowd
entertained with fits of laugh-
ter,

The group, is comprised of
Mirchelson, Laura Hildebrande,
and improv werersns Rick
Hilton, Dawve Duncan, and
Shawn Kinley bring s high-
energy, hilarious performance
to the Uptown’s Kaboom
Rosaii,

The lack of seript in Improv
mieans deciiong must he J!l".:l-.'fi_‘
on the spot, based on sudience
ideas. The comics at the
Uptown seemed confident with
this method, rarely soroggling
to find humour in any simation.
Hilton, Duncan and Kinley,
with more than 60 years experi-
ence beteeen them, demon-
strated their creativity in fasi-

:!-.'u.'l.'-l! routines like "Word dat a
Time', and in 3 game challeng-
ing each player to -;.J_-t;]l-'. with-
out using the lerter '3,

Grenes like "‘Blind Date’ had
Miwchelson and Kinley strug-
gling ro speak synchronously, a
task that resulted somedmes in
incoherent mumbling, which
was funny in itself.

Onher games, like “Horn and
Bell,’ depend on sudience par-
ticipation, to which the comics
offer canned ham a5 a reward
for the help.

Hildebrande, a sassy young
performer, joined the group
after she recently appeared on
stage with them as part of an
sudience  contribution. 5She
brings & youthful enthusiasm to
the show, and alresdy seems
comfortable with improv; it was
only her second performance
with the group.

The small crowd in arven-
dance also got 3 chance to see
the animated Kinléy as
Flamboyant Man, a superhero
with a mission to rid the world
of drabness and polyester.

The show runs Saturdays at
the Uptown untl Now. 22, a
which point the group will take
a break with rentative plans w
return in January, Tt is definive-
ly worth attending, if not for
the hilarious comedy, then at
least for the canned ham,




